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FASC Newsletter 2, March 2023 

Numerous chemistry and chemical sciences related events will occur on the African continent in 

2023. Many are geared to young chemists. As information on these events appear they will be added 

to the Newsletter and the FASC website. Also in the newsletter are items on some chemists on the 

continent (the FASC Vice-President and AAS awardees).  

Neil Coville. 

 

 

 

Content 
ABOUT FASC 
 FASC website 
 FASC membership and invoices 
 Advertising in the FASC newsletter 

CHEMISTRY NEWS 

 FASC Executive Committee 
i) Profile of the FASC Vice President: Professor Hatem Ben Romdhane (Tunisia)  

 African Chemical Society and other news  

i) Mauritius: #RSCPoster conference  

ii) Tunisia: OCC and SEPM conference 

iii)  Nigeria: OWSD Nigeria National Chapter event  
  African Academy of Sciences – new Fellows and Affiliates in the Chemical Sciences 
i) Prof Cherif Matta  
ii) Dr. Meseret Made (Ethiopia) 
 Emerging Chemist’s news 

i) Topas Workshop, Namibia 
ii) 7th African School on Electronic Structure Methods and Applications - ASESMA 2023 |  
iii) 15th Green Chemistry Postgraduate Summer School 
 Royal Society of Chemistry News 

i) Pan Africa Chemistry Network  

 Biophysics community in Africa through IUPAC 

 African Journals of Chemistry 

i)   African Journal of Chemical Education  

ii)  Other African Journals of Chemistry 

CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 

i) 7th African School on Electronic Structure Methods and Applications - ASESMA 

2023|(smr 3847)  

ii) OCC and SEPM conference,  
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iii) 1st  International conference on Environment Technologies and Sustainable Energy 

(ICETSE2023) 

iv) 6th Biennial International Conference on Diversity and Innovation in Science for 

Sustainable Development 

v) 2023 Powder Diffraction Conference  

vi) Biophysics in Africa conference,  

vii) American Chemical Society Nigeria International Chapter Symposium,  

viii) 15th Green Chemistry Postgraduate Summer School  

 

DETAILED CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

See FASC website for data on conferences https://www.faschem.org/  

 

 

ABOUT FASC 

FASC website 

  

The FASC website is now up and functioning. Information on the FASC history, the updated FASC 

constitution, old copies of the newsletter, copies of the African Journal of Chemistry etc., has been 

loaded onto the site. https://www.faschem.org/  

FASC membership and invoices 

  

Payment of fees 

Online payment is now available to all Members and Societies 

Please email fasc.chem@wits.ac.za and request an online payment link – Note it will be in ZAR. 

The Equivalent daily rate will be used when the payment link is created.  You can enter card details 

via a safe site. 

Mrs Laila Smith 

Membership Fees 

Please apply online: http://www.faschem.org/contact/membership_application 

 

Information for the newsletter 

  

Please send all information to Laila Smith (fasc@wits.ac.za), Emmanuel C. Ohaekenyem 

(ec.ohaekenyem@unizik.edu.ng ) or to me (neil.coville@wits.ac.za ) 

Laila has placed all earlier newsletters on the FASC website (http://www.faschem.org/). 

 

Advertising in the FASC newsletter 

The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This newsletter 

thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and workshops, and 

even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage member countries to use the 

Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events will be advertised for free; if not a 

FASC country, there could be a small charge. For advertising costs, contact the FASC office in 

South Africa: laila.smith@saci.cac.za  

https://www.faschem.org/
https://www.faschem.org/
mailto:fasc.chem@wits.ac.za
http://www.faschem.org/contact/membership_application
mailto:fasc@wits.ac.za
mailto:ec.ohaekenyem@unizik.edu.ng
mailto:neil.coville@wits.ac.za
mailto:laila.smith@saci.cac.za
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CHEMISTRY NEWS  

 

FASC news 

 

 

i) FASC Vice-President: Professor Hatem Ben Romdhane (Tunisia) 

 

Professor Hatem BEN ROMDHANE obtained his PhD in 1989 in Chemistry and 

Physico-Chemistry of Polymers from the University “Pierre et Marie Curie (Paris VI)” following 

thesis work at the Macromolecular Chemistry Laboratory of the «Collège de France» under the 

supervision of Dr Sylvie Boileau. In 1990, he joined the University as an Assistant – Professor in 

Chemistry. After obtaining his “Habilitation” in 2001 from Tunis El Manar University (Speciality: 

Macromolecular Chemistry) he was promoted a few years later as Associate Professor, then to full 

Professor (2008) in the Faculty of Sciences of Tunis where he is to date teaching Organic and 

Polymer Chemistry at all levels i.e. undergraduate and graduate / master courses. 

Currently he is the Director of the “Lab. of (Bio)Organic, Structural and Polymer Chemistry” in the 

Faculty of Sciences of Tunis and Responsible for the group «Polymer Chemistry» in this Lab. His 

research activities focus on polymers with specific properties (storage and conversion of solar 

energy, proton exchange membrane fuel cells, poly(ionic liquid)s…), sustainable and biobased 

polymers,  Covalent Adaptive Networks and more recently to polymers used for the adsorption of 

organic pollutants from wastewater. 

In addition to his teaching and research activities, Professor Hatem BEN ROMDHANE was 

Director of the Doctoral School "Mathematics, Computer Science, Science and Technology of 

Matter" (MISTM) of the University of Tunis El Manar for 6 years (2016-2022) and was President 

of the Tunisian Chemical Society for 4 years (2019-2022). Currently he is the Vice-President of the 

Federation of African Societies of Chemistry (FASC) since December 2022. 

African Chemical Societies and Other News 

  

i) Mauritius 
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The #RSCPoster conference is an annual online event, encompassing all aspects of chemical 

sciences, with participants from across the globe at every career stage, from undergraduate to 

postgraduate to the head of an institute. 

The #RSCPoster conference is usually held over Twitter and it brings members from across the 

scientific research community together to share their research, network and engage in scientific 

debate. However, this year #RSCPoster will be inclusive and participants can cross-post their 

posters to other social media platforms. 

Registration is free and for more information, please check the 

website: https://www.rsc.org/our-events/rsc-poster/ 

Date and time:12:00 UTC 28 February to 12:00 UTC 01 March 2023 

Dr Lydia Rhyman, University of Mauritius 

 

ii) Tunisia   

 

Tunisian Chemical Society is organising the OCC and SEPM conference in Tunisia 

See : http://sctunisie.org/occ&sepm2023/ for details  

 

 
 

 

iii) Nigeria National Chapter event 

 

The OWSD Nigeria National Chapter - Port Harcourt branch invites interested OWSD members to 

participate in the 6th Biennial International Conference on Diversity and Innovation in Science for 

Sustainable Development. 

This conference will take place from 19-23 March 2023 at the University of Port Harcourt, Rivers 

State, Nigeria. 

 

OWSD Secretariat 

https://www.rsc.org/our-events/rsc-poster/
http://sctunisie.org/occ&sepm2023/


 

 
 

5 Issue 2, March 2023                              FASC Newsletter 

5 

 

 

African Academy of Sciences – new Fellows and Affiliates in the Chemical 

Sciences 
  

i) Prof Cherif Matta. A number of new Fellows have been elected to the AAS and some of these 

are from the Chemical Sciences. This list includes Prof Cherif Matta  

 

 
 

Taken from the AAS webpages 

 

 

ii) Dr. Meseret Made (Ethiopia) AAS Affiliate (2022-2026)  

 

 

 
 

Dr. Meseret Amde, an associate professor and renowned analytical chemist, has committed his 

career to education and research aiming to develop analytical methods for the analysis of organic, 

inorganic, and emerging contaminants in various samples. He is a researcher on developing sample 

preparation strategies based on nanomaterials, ionic liquids, and biosorbents, developing methods 

for environmental remediation and monitoring, developing sensors for pollutants detection, and 

studying effects and analysis of nanomaterials, nano/microplastics. He significantly expanded the 

quality and extent of research work in the field of analytical chemistry and environmental sciences 

which are important for policy analysis and enrich our understanding of the area, enhanced 

laboratory facilities of his home university, and provided training to the academic staffs on 

research and academic writing to improve the research capacity the continent.  He was elected as 

an AAS Affiliate for his immense contribution to his field of study through research and 

innovation. 
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Emerging Chemists’ News 

i) Topas Workshop, Namibia 

 

On 16 and 17 April, a Topas workshop will be presented, followed by the conference from 17 – 21 

April 2023. Herewith a reminder that the deadline for submitting abstracts for talks as well as for 

student and young scientists support. Please visit our website for further details.  

Dave Billing; Chair: Local Organising Committee 

 

ii) 7th African School on Electronic Structure Methods and Applications - ASESMA 2023 | 

(smr 3847) 12-23 Jun 2023; Kigali - Rwanda 

 

The call for applications is open.  Deadline for applications is March 15th. 

An ICTP meeting in person in Kigali - Rwanda 

 The aim of the School is to introduce young African researchers to the theory of electronic 

structure and other atomistic simulation methods, with an emphasis on the computational methods 

for practical calculations. 

 

The African School series on Electronic Structure Methods and Applications is planned on a 

biennial basis from 2010 to 2020. Previous schools were held in Cape Town, South Africa (2010), 

Eldoret, Kenya (2012), Johannesburg, South Africa (2015), Accra, Ghana (2016), ans Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia (2018). In 2021, ASESMA was held as an ICTP Virtual school. The School will 

also cover basic and advanced topics and applications of these methods to the structural, 

mechanical and optical properties of materials. 

The School will include hands-on tutorial sessions based on public license codes (including, but 

not limited to, the Quantum Espresso package). 

 

Topics: 

 Electronic structure theory 

 Density functional theory and functionals 

 Phonons 

 Magnetism 

 Molecular dynamics 

 Ab-initio molecular dynamics 

 Optical spectroscopies 

 Machine learning and data science 

Grants: A limited number of grants are available to support the attendance of selected participants, 

with priority given to participants from developing countries. There is no registration fee.  

 

Kitso F. Marape,  

Administrator,  

African Materials Research Society Secretariat,  

www.africanmrs.net  

ii) 15th Green Chemistry Postgraduate Summer School 

  

http://www.africanmrs.net/
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Royal Society of Chemistry News  

 
i) Pan Africa Chemistry Network 

 

The Pan Africa Chemistry Network (PACN) has a LinkedIn group where members share 

information related to PACN activities, news, and events from across Africa. You can apply to join 

this group here https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1900756/ 

 

 

AFRICAN JOURNALS OF CHEMISTRY 

i) African Journal of Chemical Education 

 Enquiries and manuscripts should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief: email eic@faschem.org, 

PO Box 2305, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Dr. Temechegn Engida e-mail: temechegne@faschem.org  

 

ii) Other African Journals of Chemistry 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1900756/
mailto:eic@faschem.org
mailto:temechegne@faschem.org
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 Chemistry Africa - The Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society 

(https://www.springer.com/journal/42250)  

 See the FASC website for a complete list of Journals 

 

 

CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 

 

Upcoming events with dates 
 

i) 7th African School on Electronic Structure Methods and Applications - ASESMA 

2023|(smr 3847) 12-23 June 2023; Kigali Rwanda  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://indico.ictp.it/event/10181__;!!DZ3fjg!4iYMUFQq1piknRS8

Q2Kz5XrH0A--ZSdMBfR9RBRg5T4k6RakjTr764ysY7ohdro_16p4kPjMB1at48kpfK0$ 

ii) OCC and SEPM conference, Tunisia  http://sctunisie.org/occ&sepm2023/ 

iii) 1st  International conference on Environment Technologies and Sustainable Energy 

(ICETSE2023), October 17-18 2023 Tipaza, Algeria www.icetse.crapc.dz     

iv) 6th Biennial International Conference on Diversity and Innovation in Science for 

Sustainable Development, 19-23 March, 2023 University of Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria. 

v) 2023 Powder Diffraction Conference, conference 17 – 21 April 2023 Namibia, 

https://2023sapdc.com 

vi) Biophysics in Africa conference, Zoom Conference : 2 - 5  May 2023, 

https://biophysics2023.africanlightsource.org; https://events.saip.org.za/event/238/ 

vii) American Chemical Society Nigeria International Chapter Symposium, 4-8 June, 

 2023 https://acsnigeria.org/meetings-events 
viii) 15th Green Chemistry Postgraduate Summer School 5th-7th July 2023, Venezia, Italy. 

https://www.greenchemistry.school/programme/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flyer for: 1st  International conference on Environment Technologies and Sustainable 

Energy (ICETSE2023), 

https://www.springer.com/journal/42250
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Findico.ictp.it%2Fevent%2F10181__%3B!!DZ3fjg!4iYMUFQq1piknRS8Q2Kz5XrH0A--ZSdMBfR9RBRg5T4k6RakjTr764ysY7ohdro_16p4kPjMB1at48kpfK0%24&data=05%7C01%7Cegarf%40chem.rutgers.edu%7C2468a05a5c3e42ec5b8508db11165ef7%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638122560010421152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b0HD97XhwsIim7%2BciFfAyJsbFHw%2B7YxUfH330p8KuT4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Findico.ictp.it%2Fevent%2F10181__%3B!!DZ3fjg!4iYMUFQq1piknRS8Q2Kz5XrH0A--ZSdMBfR9RBRg5T4k6RakjTr764ysY7ohdro_16p4kPjMB1at48kpfK0%24&data=05%7C01%7Cegarf%40chem.rutgers.edu%7C2468a05a5c3e42ec5b8508db11165ef7%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638122560010421152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b0HD97XhwsIim7%2BciFfAyJsbFHw%2B7YxUfH330p8KuT4%3D&reserved=0
http://sctunisie.org/occ&sepm2023/
http://www.icetse.crapc.dz/
https://2023sapdc.com/
https://biophysics2023.africanlightsource.org/
https://events.saip.org.za/event/238/
https://acsnigeria.org/meetings-events
https://www.greenchemistry.school/programme/
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